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before their resuscitation by the Arabians : but he
protests against his decisions being final; and, in the
course of the discussion on language, expresses him-
self with a vehemence equal to that of the 'Tem-
poris Partus Masculus.' " Si haberem potestatem
supra libros Aristotelis, ego facerem omnes cremari:
quia noii est nisi temporis amissio studere in illis."
That this, however, is rather a protest against the bad
translations of " the philosopher" than a judgment
on his work, appears from, a passage at the close,
declaring that, "as Aristotle by his wisdom gave'Alex-
ander1 the kingdom of the world, so if prelates and
princes would encourage study, and join in searching
out the secrets of nature and art, the Church would be
able more readily to triumph over Antichrist." The
glory of God and the advancement of man's estate are
set together as the goals of the new road from a new
starting-point in the ' Opus MajusJ (the second part of
which is devoted to the sacred sources of wisdom),, as in
the 'Instauratio Magna.'

Devout aspirations are no safeguard against the risks
of enlightenment in an unenlightened age. Roger
Bacon was the first in modern, as Aimxagoras in an-
cient times, to be publicly prosecuted for a philosophic
heresy.2 In both instances the attack may have been
urged by political causes. The Greek, it is said, was
accused of Medism; the English friar had abetted his
friend Bishop GrostOte, in resistance to the extortions of

1 Aristotle and Galen arc similarly compared to  Alexander in a
posthumous work of William Gilbert (1603), who thus handed on
tho image to Francis Bacon.

2 Tho martyrdom of Hypatia was an assassination by a mob lyd "by